
 

International Literacy Day 
(8 September) 

Since 1967, International Literacy Day (ILD) celebrations have taken 

place annually around the world to remind the public of the importance of 

literacy as a matter of dignity and human rights, and to advance the 

literacy agenda towards a more literate and sustainable society.  

Despite steady progress made across the world, literacy challenges persist 

with at least 763 million young people and adults lacking basic literacy 

skills in 2020. The recent COVID-19 crisis and other crisis, such as 

climate change and conflicts, have been exacerbating the challenges. 

#Literacy-Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

International Day To Protect Education from Attack 
(9 September) 

9 September 2020 marked the first observation of the International Day 

to Protect Education from Attack, a day established by the unanimous 

adoption of the UN General Assembly Resolution, presented by the State 

of Qatar and 62 co-sponsoring countries. 

Recognizing the importance of raising awareness on the dire need to 

preserve education and protect it from attack, the Resolution designates 

UNESCO and UNICEF to serve as co-facilitators for the yearly 

observance of this Day. It also calls upon stakeholders to keep this issue 

at the top of the international agenda and duly act to alleviate the plight of 

students affected by armed conflicts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/protect-education-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/protect-education-day


 

International Day of Democracy 
(15 September) 

The International Day of Democracy provides an opportunity to review 

the state of democracy in the world. Democracy is as much a process as a 

goal, and only with the full participation of and support by the 

international community, national governing bodies, civil society, and 

individuals, can the ideal of democracy be made into a reality to be 

enjoyed by everyone, everywhere. 

The values of freedom, respect for human rights, and the principle of 

holding periodic and genuine elections by universal suffrage are essential 

elements of democracy. In turn, democracy provides the natural 

environment for the protection and effective realization of human rights. 

At each of the key moments that have marked contemporary history, 

UNESCO has supported the peaceful development of societies by 

contributing to the construction and consolidation of democracy, and the 

development of democratic institutions, especially in times of transition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

International Day of University Sport 
(20 September) 

University sport has a very special place in the sporting world as a vector 

of human, social, and civic values, fully integrated into the education of 

today’s and tomorrow’s citizens. 

By putting sport at the heart of dialogue between teachers and students, 

the International Day of University Sport, celebrated by UNESCO and the 

International University Sports Federation, aims to promote these values 

among young adults and, through them, to society as a whole. 

Dialogue, self-respect and respect for others, fair play, and pursuit of 

excellence are all framing principles of student training. Education and 

sport need to be at the core of our societies, and this Day provides a forum 

to highlight the social role of universities and their curricula by making 

sport available to all and encouraging people to exercise regularly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

International Day of Peace 
(21 September) 
The International Day of Peace celebrates the power of global solidarity 

for building a peaceful and sustainable world. 

This has never been so important at a time of unprecedented challenges. 

New forces of division have emerged, spreading hatred and intolerance. 

Terrorism is fuelling violence, while violent extremism seeks to poison 

the minds of the vulnerable and young. In the poorest and least-

developed parts of the world, climate-related natural disasters are 

compounding existing fragility, increasing forced migration and 

heightening the risk of violence. 

The barriers to peace are complex and steep - no one country can solve 

them alone. Doing so requires new forms of solidarity and joint action, 

starting as early as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

International Day for Universal Access to Information 

(28 September) 

Recognizing the significance of access to information, the 74th UN 

General Assembly proclaimed 28 September as the International Day for 

Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) at the UN level in October 

2019. The day had been proclaimed by the UNESCO General 

Conference in 2015, following the adoption of the 38 C/Resolution 57 

declaring 28 September of every year as International Day for Universal 

Access to Information (IDUAI).  

UNESCO provides a platform and frame for all the stakeholders to 

participate in international discussions on policy access to information in 

the digital era as it empowers individuals, enables informed decision-

making, fosters innovation, and promotes inclusivity and social progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


